Between 403bc and 331bc, Classic Greece evolved from wars between Athens and Sparta, with various city-states variably backing one or the other according to perceived advantage, to one dominated by Macedon. At the end of this phase, Alexander the Great used the dominance of Macedon over Greek states to begin conquests across Eurasia, ultimately conquering Persia, removing it as a factor to the ultimate benefit of Rome. All of this occurred during the second phase of 576bcNeptune-Pluto85bc, between the lower square and opposition of Neptune and Pluto.�While this militaristic history of Greece proves important to the development of the Western world and the world in general, the intellectual development that took place during this phase is equally if not more important. Not only did it include the evolution from Socrates to Plato to Aristotle, but it completed the evolution of language that serves as the foundation for western intellect. 





Historians remember Hellenic Greece as the foundation of Classical Greece that emerged after 576bc, for spoken word tales. Homer wrote down The Iliad and The Odyssey, but did not create them. After 576bc and the Neptune-Pluto (and Uranus-Neptune and Uranus-Pluto) conjunction, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides transformed drama to resemble how the West told stories for the next two millennium: with dialog and to address themes relevant to social dynamics. The act of storytelling became formalized and written down. Of course, plays are spoken word affairs. Thus we can see how they served as a transition from Homeric stories, where the object was to faithfully, but artfully repeat a known tale. The famous playwrights, on the other hand, wrote down text spoken on stage meant to address (or escape) from the topics of the time. From this we can see how people became ready for someone like Socrates, who also communicated through spoken word. Plato, his student, wrote down what Socrates said, but more importantly invented how to write to topic; to write with a specific goal in mind, to plan and structure ones writing. With this purposeful gesture, Plato put the Hellenic spoken word to death, a momentous event in human history. Here we should note the importance of this revolution through evolution. All of this occurred in parallel to how these men introduced philosophy and science that played influential roles in culture for centuries.�The written word changes language. It formalizes and redefines it. The written word changes how we think and communicate. For one, it expands the audience. The spoken word addresses the people of the time. The written word, potentially, addresses an infinite audience, because as long as the written word  remains in some type of legible form, even if it is written in languages no longer spoken, all humans can potentially read it. Proved simply by the fact that 2500 years after his death, we still speak of and more importantly, try to understand Plato. We cannot say that of even the greatest spoken-word orator who ever lived, simply because the words used died with the last people who remembered them. This difference alters society because people who read, probably read more than one or two works. Few people would have the time, patience or capacity to digest the equivalent amount of material coming from the mouths of other humans. Plus, the written word comes in standard form; the text remains the same for whoever reads it, unlike the spoken word, more likely to receive improvisation, flourish and bouts of poor memory. Thus, societies grow their knowledgebase by passing on standardized texts.. Once we read something fully, we typically may only read it once or twice more, if that. We then move to another story and thus expand our knowledge of the world through others eyes. In this way societies learn from each other, even when separated by great distance or vast amounts of time.�Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Alexander and their contemporaries helped foster another change of monumental proportion: the Western alphabet. �In 403bc, exactly at the beginning of the second phase of 576bcNeptune-Pluto85bc, Athens officially adopted the Attic dialect among three similar choices Aeolic, Doric and Ionic standardizing it across Greek culture; Attic derived from Ionic. Attic came to dominate because of Athenian dominance in trade and because Phillip II of Macedon, uniting the Greeks, preferred it. Aristotle began to use the Koine, or Common Dialect, the same that Alexander used. This simplified form of Attic followed the conquerer across Eurasia and became the one used in the New Testament. Thus, within the second quarter the foundation of much western literature formed.�The affect of this change cannot be overstated. The Greeks began to transform the Phoenician alphabet beginning about 700bc, introducing vowels and the practice of reading (and writing) from left to right. In its modified form the language becoming the lingua franca across a wide area, including Rome. As the language of the Bible; it serves as one of the foundations of Christianity. During the Renaissance, scholars revived Greek texts in this form to restart the intellectual conversation in Europe. It was through Socrates, Plato, Herodotus, Phillip II, Aristotle and Alexander that the final transition from ancient writing occurred and it all happened during the second phase of 576bcNeptune-Pluto85bc.��                                                                                 ***


Though the focus here clearly rests on Greece, the change that occurred across many cultures cannot be overstated. By the start of the next phase, 330bc-156bc, Alexander began acquiring territory across Eurasia, from the Indus River to the Levant. Upon his death his generals laid various claims across these lands. In the process these areas became Hellenized, laying an intellectual, linguistic and administrative foundation across Eurasia that a burgeoning Rome also soon adopted. This foundation laid during the second phase of 576bcNeptune-Pluto85bc became the one that grounded western intellect, communication and philosophy for centuries, the one on which the unifying force of Christianity helped Europe become the dominant force up to recent memory.�In comparison, 1573-1648, above, includes many similarities. That time included the lives of Frances Bacon, Galileo and Descartes, who overthrew Plato and Aristotle, creating doubt that science needs to thrive. It also included the time of Shakespeare, who modernized the English language, among other accomplishments. Both phases occur just before Neptune-Pluto oppositions, times when events defined  the overall Neptune-Pluto period and leave indelible marks on history, Hellenization in the case of 403bc-331bc and the triple revolutions of the Age of Reason, the English Civil War and the Peace of Westphalia for 1573-1648.�Though shorter than the first and third , the second phases of Neptune-Pluto waves clearly mark critical transitions from the outgoing to incoming mindset. Of course, the transition is only a beginning. Second phases merely lay the foundation for the third phase,  the next steps in the ongoing development of civilization.
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